
rt-PA (Alteplase) Treatment of Acute Ischemic Stroke Checklist 
Any “Yes” answer excludes rt-PA.  
Exclusion criteria-history: 

  Time last seen normal > 4.5 hours or unknown   Yes    No   
  Recent stroke < 3 months ago     Yes    No   
  Seizure at onset of stroke (unless neuroimaging confirms stroke) Yes    No    
 Suspicion of Subarachnoid Hemorrhage   Yes    No  
 Any history of Intracranial Hemorrhage   Yes    No  
 Known CNS Neoplasm, AVM, aneurysm   Yes    No   

 (Relative contraindication) 
 Neurosurgery or serious head trauma < 3 mos   Yes    No  
 Major surgery or systemic trauma < 2 wks ago   Yes    No  
 Known platelet count <100,000    Yes    No  
 Known bleeding disorder     Yes    No  
 Active systemic bleeding or known GI or   Yes    No     

  urinary bleeding with prior 3 wks.  
  (positive hemoccult is not absolute contraindication) 

 Arterial puncture at Non-compressible site   Yes    No  
 Recent lumbar puncture     Yes    No  
 Pregnancy (Relative Contraindication)    Yes    No  
 Allergy to rt-PA      Yes    No  

Exclusion criteria: Exam, Labs, CT 
 Rapid striking improvement of neurologic deficit  Yes    No  
 SBP > 185 or DBP > 110 at time of treatment   Yes    No  
 INR > 1.7 if patient on warfarin    Yes    No  
 Recent heparin with elevated PTT     Yes    No  
 Glucose < 50 (fingerstick acceptable)    Yes    No  
 CT evidence of hemorrhage     Yes    No  
 CT evidence of early severe hypodensity/mass effect   Yes    No  

 (Relative contraindication) 

The risks, benefits, and alternatives to rt-PA including no therapy and comfort care, have been 
discussed with the patient and/or their representative. 

If the time to treatment with rt-PA  is between 3 hours and 4.5 hours of last time the patient was known to be normal, 
the risks and benefits of treatment with rt-PA were specifically considered in the following: 

  patients older than 80 years, 
  those taking oral anticoagulants even if the INR  1.7, 
  those with a baseline NIH Stroke Scale score greater than 25, 
  patients with both a history of stroke and diabetes.   

   Criteria considered   Not applicable 
rt-PA considerations with direct thrombin inhibitors or Factor Xa inhibitors: 
If the patient is currently being treated with anticoagulation other than warfarin; including direct thrombin 
inhibitors and Factor Xa inhibitors; treatment strategies must be discussed with the vascular neurologist. Clinical 
judgment and documentation must weigh the likelihood of benefit from  rt-PA versus the unknown but potential 
increased risk of bleeding associated with these medications 

    Treated with rt-PA, see progress note for detailed explanation.     Not applicable 
    

 

Note: Explain in the progress notes issues related to any patient who is treated despite  
contraindications. If a patient is excluded, document in the progress notes; providing specific data 
such as time of onset, date of recent trauma/surgery, glucose level, INR, etc.  
Symptom onset: Date_________ Time __________   Patient’s weight: ________kilograms 
Total dose: _____mg.   Bolus dose _____mg.  Infusion dose_______ mg. over 1 hour 
rt-PA bolus: Date________ Time_________ Infusion started: Date ___________Time___________ 
Physician Signature: _________________________________ Date: __________   Time:__________ 


